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Background Information: 
1. Committee Membership:

· Chair 

· Greg Bohach (WAAESD) 

· Delegates 

· John Liu (SAAESD) 

· Nancy Cox (SAAESD) 

· Mike Hoffmann (NERA) 

· Tom Brady (NERA) 

· Steve Meredith (ARD) 

· Ambrose Anuro  (ARD) 

· Larry Curtis (WAAESD) 

· William Ravlin (NCRA) 

· Executive Vice-Chair 

· Dan Rossi (NERA, Executive Director)
· CSREES Representative
· Meryl Broussard  

· ERS Representative

· Terry Nelsen 

· Social Science Subcommittee Representative
· Travis Park
· Pest Management Strategies Subcommittee Representative
· Frank Zalom

· Liaisons
· Cliff Gabriel (Office of Science and Technology Policy) 

· Edwin Price (ICOP) 
2. Meeting 
The Committee met on February 3-4, 2009 in Washington, DC.  The Committee met jointly with the Social Science Subcommittee on the afternoon of February 3.

3. NIFA Research Priorities

The Committee used the results of a survey and discussion at the ESS annual meeting to develop a set of recommendations to NIFA leadership concerning research priorities for AFRI and the funding initiatives from the Farm Bill.  ESCOP Chair Steve Pueppke sent the recommendations and the results of the survey to Dr. Colien Hefferan on November 19, 2008. 
4. Multistate Research Award

The 2008 award was given to NC-229 “Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Disease: Methods for Integrated Control, Prevention and Elimination of PRRS in United States Swine Herds”.   The group was honored at the NASULGC Annual Meeting in Chicago on Nov. 9-11, 2008.  The 2009 Multistate Research Award announcement was released on December 19, 2008.  The deadline for submission to the regional associations was February 27, 2009.  The Committee received nominations from three regional associations – NERA, SAAESD, and WAAESD and recommended S-1039, “Biology, Impact and Management of Soybean Insect Pests in Soybean Production Systems” as the national winner.  The ESCOP Executive Committee approved this recommendation and information about the winner was forwarded to APLU. The project will be honored at the APLU Annual Meeting in Washington, DC on November 15, 2009. 
A second agenda brief discusses the use of $15,000 of Hatch MRF to support the award.  SAES Directors and ESCOP approved funding for the 2009 award and will be asked to approve another $15,000 for the 2010 award on the ballot with the NRSP budgets and proposals. 
5. Science Roadmap
At the March 2009 ESCOP meeting, the Science and Technology Committee received approval to proceed with a proposal to utilize the Delphi process for identifying and confirming grand challenge areas and respective research objectives for the Science Roadmap.  It was proposed that deans, directors and key faculty in each institution be asked to participate in the process.  Dr. Travis Park of Cornell prepared a proposal to implement the process and analyze the data and the Executive Committee approved the expenditure of up to $5,000 to support Cornell’s efforts.  ESCOP Chair Steve Pueppke sent a letter to Deans and Directors of Research, Extension and Academic Programs requesting their participation and the nomination of up to five researchers or Extension educators to also participate in the process.  A total of 460 individuals were nominated from a broad array of disciplines.  The first round was initiated on June 10 and 264 individuals participated.  More than 100 “research priorities” were suggested from respondents during the first three rounds.  A preliminary report of the results will be presented at an ESS/SAES/ARD workshop on September 16.  Once the challenges and objectives are confirmed, the Committee will work on identifying current gaps in knowledge and resources, strategies and metrics to measure progress.
6. Future Meetings

The next face-to-face meeting of the Committee will be in February, 2010 in Washington, DC.  The Committee plans to again meet jointly with the Social Sciences Subcommittee.

Actions Requested:  For discussion only. 
