ESCOP Science and Technology Committee Meeting
Admiral Fell Inn, Baltimore, MD

March 27, 2008

Meeting Minutes

In attendance:  
Greg Bohach (Chair), WAAESD

Ambrose Anoruo, ARD

Patricia Dyk, Social Science Subcommittee

Deb Hamernik, CSREES

Bob MacDonald, CSREES

Dan Rossi, NERA
Steve Meredith, ARD

Steve Pueppke, NCRA

Clarence Watson, SAAESD

Frank Zalom, Pest Management Strategies Subcommittee

Rubie Mize, NERA (Recorder)    

Chair Greg Bohach called the meeting to order at 8:10AM.  He welcomed the members and asked them to make brief introductions.  The draft agenda was approved.

1. Review of Committee Charge – Chair Greg Bohach
The current version in the ESCOP Rules of Operation is as follows:
“The ESCOP Science and Technology Committee is charged with organizing the collection of national research projects into a cohesive portfolio of research programs that support sustained federal appropriations for SAES/ARD research endeavors. In this process, the committee will link regional and national multistate, multi-functional and multi-disciplinary activities. Additionally, coordination of regional and national research programs with national initiatives such as CROPS 99 and FAIR 2002 is expected.”
After reviewing and discussing the proposed language, a motion was made to approve the new charge below.  It was seconded and passed.
“The ESCOP Science and Technology Committee is charged with promoting and enhancing science and technology in the Land-grant university system.   The Committee will assist ESCOP to identify future directions and anticipate and respond to research needs and opportunities for funding.  It will assist in linking science and technology programs to multistate and national research initiatives.  It will recommend how ESCOP will respond to reports, recommendations and planning documents from the national science community.  It will provide guidance to ESCOP strategic planning and priority setting.”
Committee Membership
· One representative each from CSREES, ARS and ERS will be assigned.
· New representatives from OSTP and FAIR will be sought.

· One representative each from ECOP and ACOP will be invited.

· One more delegate from the North Central and Western Associations need to be appointed – Dr. Steve Pueppke and Dr. Greg Bohach will follow up.

· One or two at-large appointments 
Dr Rossi suggested including this topic at the next meeting.  Should there be a fixed “term” for serving as members/officers, regional rotation, and delineation between representatives and liaisons? (Dr. Bohach and Dr. Rossi reviewed the membership and concluded that it needed updating.  The revised membership was included in the revision of the ESCOP Rules of Operation that will be considered at the Sept. 22, 2008 ESS Meeting in Michigan.)  
These changes will be shared with the regional associations and ESCOP for discussion at their summer meetings.    
2. NRI Priorities – 2008 Results and 2010 Plans
Background Info:

Process for Determining ESS 2008 Priorities for the NRI
NRI Funding Priorities - Experiment Station Section Recommendations for 2008 RFA
Plans for the NRI 2010 Priorities:
· A subcommittee was formed with Dr. Greg Bohach as Chair.  The members are Dr. Dan Rossi, Dr. Cornelia Flora and an ECOP member.  Dr. Dan Rossi will follow-up with ECOP.  Dr. Patricia Dyk will confirm with Dr. Cornelia Flora [confirmed 3/29/2008].

· The subcommittee, once formed, will meet by teleconference ASAP to discuss the steps and the timetable.

· Prior to the first teleconference, Dr. Dan Rossi will put together a strawman as a starting point for the subcommittee’s discussion.

· It was proposed that an online survey will be used.  Respondents will be from Research, Extension and Teaching.
3. Discussion of Integrated Requirements 

There was consensus that the NRI requirement of “up to 22%” be integrated, needed to be revised. 

The following motion was made.  It was seconded and passed:
Motion to recommend that if 406 is folded into NRI that a minimum of 35% of NRI funding will be allocated for integrated projects.  If 406 does not go into NRI, a minimum of 25% of NRI funding will be allocated for integrated projects. 
4. Social Science Subcommittee Report – Patricia Dyk
Background Info:

Social Science Subcommittee Report


Social Science Subcommittee Meeting Agenda, March 6-7, 2008, in Washington, DC
Social scientists involvement in research projects are increasingly sought and required, specifically in pre and post analyses of social and economic impacts.  Some regions, like the Northeast had started looking at this component in multistate projects.  There is a need to educate new generation scientists.  There is a tendency to miss out on opportunities to gain buy-in from stakeholders.  We delve into research without looking, specifically at social impacts.  We always see science defending itself, e.g. nanotechnology.
Dr. Colien Hefferan had requested ESCOP for assistance to help collate and get value from the massive amount of data collected from various stakeholder listening sessions.  ESCOP Chair McPheron thought this Subcommittee might be able to take on this challenge.  Dr. Dyk noted that the SSSC will make an initial study and come back with recommendations to the Science and Tech. Committee.  “Is it a matter of sifting through and extracting usable information?”  “How do you evaluate multiple sources?”  “How do you manage set priorities from the different interest groups?”  “Is there science that can handle this?”  Dr. Hefferan would be willing to set up a workshop or conference if needed.
5. Pest Management Subcommittee Report and IPM PIPE (Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education) – Frank Zalom
Background Info:

Integrated Pest Management Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education (PIPE)
Pest Management Strategies (aka National IPM Committee) Meeting Notes
NASULGC Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative
Dr. Zalom gave a PowerPoint presentation of his report [IPM Subcommittee Report, March ‘08].  The Soy Bean Rust (SBR) IPM Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education (PIPE) was deemed a very successful project.  There are plans to expand the project to other diseases, pests and crops.  An interagency (RMA, CSREES, ARS, and APHIS) meeting is scheduled for April 17.
Plans for the 6th National IPM Symposium on March 24-26, 2009 in Portland, Oregon are underway.  Expected are some 700 participants.  [Ipmcenters.org/ipmsymposium09/]
6. Multistate Research Award

Background Info:

Announcement
Description and Nomination Form
· NASULGC needs the information about the winning project by July 1.
· All the regions should have their nominations submitted my mid-April to Dr. Dan Rossi.  
· The four nominations (ARD-1890s did not submit a nomination this year) will be forwarded to all the members of the ESCOP Science and Technology Committee. The Committee members will then rank the nominations from #1 to #4 (#1 as the winner).  A teleconference will be convened to discuss the results of the ranking.
· ESCOP Science and Tech. Committee members serving as Administrative Advisors or technical committee members to the nominated projects will be exempted from this process.

· An electronic ballot from the ESCOP Chair will be sent out to confirm the Committee’s recommendation.

· The winner will be submitted to NASULGC and CSREES.
· The winning project will be honored at NASULGC’s Annual Meeting.  The project title will be engraved in a plaque to be provided and displayed at CSREES.  A letter from the ESCOP Chair (copied to the Deans) will be sent to all the scientists participating in the project.  The winning project with a brief description (that can be used for press releases) will be on the ESCOP homepage.   

· Feedback will be provided to all nominated projects following the review process.

7. Proactive Science Education (for issues including but not limited to cloned meat, BST milk, raw milk, and nanotechnology)

The issue is how we bring good science backed by scientific explanation to the public without being perceived as being defensive or supportive of private companies.  How do we find and use information generated by social scientists to our audience?  There are some deep rooted concerns such as release of bioengineered crops and use of the terminology “irradiated meat”.  This may be a good topic to discuss at the All COPs Meeting this summer, or a Best Practices topic for a future meeting.  It may be useful to raise this to the PBD and suggest that we start incorporating this as a course for graduate science majors.  Should we develop a template for issues and facts?  Can this be done by this committee?  Who is adept and can bring message across?    
8. Other Issues

Use of “Grants.gov” for submission of formula fund projects 

There are potential unintended complications that should be seriously and urgently considered on the CSREES requirement to use grants.gov for submitting formula fund projects now referred to ‘formula grants’ (16 formula programs will fall under this requirement).  For most land grant universities, the responsibility for using grants.gov falls on the Office of Sponsored Programs or an equivalent entity.  There are issues on fund management and fiscal responsibility being moved from the experiment stations to central administration, imposition of internal university indirect costs on “formula” grants, state match implications etc. that CSREES should take into consideration.  Bob MacDonald will bring these to the attention of the CSREES executives and will ask that the next national teleconference that was postponed be convened ASAP.  SAES Directors will be encouraged to join this call to address these issues and other concerns. 
9. Future Meetings
· Teleconference to discuss the multistate award ranking will be convened in late April or early May.  Rubie Mize will start setting this up.
· Teleconference sometime in October or early November.
· Face-to-face meeting with the Social Sciences Subcommittee, and in conjunction with the AHS/CARET and ESCOP meetings in Washington, DC, on the first week of March 2009.  Final date to be decided later after NASULGC has posted the dates for the AHS/CARET meeting.

Chair Greg Bohach thanked everyone and adjourned the meeting at 1:50PM.
Respectfully submitted by:

Rubie G. Mize 
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