ESCOP Chair’s Advisory Committee

Teleconference Notes

January 20, 1 pm CST
Participants:   

Steve Pueppke, Chair
Arlen Leholm, Executive Vice-Chair (NCRA)
Clarence Watson, Vice-Chair

Greg Bohach (Science and Tech Committee)
Nancy Cox (BAA/PBD)
David Boethel (Budget & Legislative Committee)
Dan Rossi (NERA)

Eric Young (SAAESD)

Mike Harrington (WAAESD)

Chris Hamilton (NCRA-Recorder)
Guests:

Sonny Ramaswamy (Purdue)

Jozef Kokini (UIUC)

Action Items:

	Who
	Action
	Status

	Arlen/Steve Pueppke
	Send out notice of March 3 ESCOP meeting (8 am to 1 pm)
	

	Arlen/Chris
	Organize meeting space at NASULGC for March 3 ESCOP Committee meeting (8 am to 1 pm)
	

	Arlen/other EDs
	Work on crafting an ESCOP response to NASULGC January 12 message
	

	Steve Pueppke
	Discuss advancing BioCentury Initiative with Colien Hefferan during February 2 teleconference
	

	Arlen/EDs
	Follow-up on advancing BioCentury Initiative nationally and create process group with reps from each region
	

	All
	Please review and send Mike feedback on the B&L priorities document
	

	Dan Rossi/B&L Members
	Appoint new B&L chair elect from the NE Region to replace David Boethel
	

	Arlen Leholm
	Discuss tying the System Committee to the Policy Board with Jack Payne
	Done, Jack willing to take forward


Notes:
1. Report from the Chair - Steve Pueppke
A “shovel-ready”, short notice opportunity involving the usage of biomass in LGU power plants was forwarded to the Hill.  We received a response, but it is not currently clear if such an idea will resonate.   Ideally, this program would harness LGU researchers, students, and industry, providing a public relations opportunity as well as create jobs.  
2. Review of past Action Items from December 15 call (see table above) – Steve Pueppke

3. FY 09 Budget Update, Farm Bill Update, and Presidential Transition Issues – Cornerstone:  Cornerstone reps could not make this call and no report was given.
4. Advancing “BioCentury Initiative” nationally - Jozef Kokini, Sonny Ramaswamy/Arlen Leholm 
Jozef Kokini and Sonny Ramaswamy provided a brief review of the previously forwarded BioCentury Initiative document.  Discussion ensued regarding how best to advance this initiative nationally. Suggestions included contacting Steven Chu and former IA Governor Vilsack, as well as creating a process group comprised of EDs and two directors from each region.  Suggested members are:
1. Clarence Watson; Bill Brown - South 

2. Greg Bohach - West
3. Mike Hoffman, Bruce McPheron – Northeast
4. Sonny Ramaswamy, Jozef Kokini – North Central
5. All EDs
5. Budget and Legislative Committee Issues - David Boethel
a. Still need NE rep – Dan Rossi is working on this
b. BAC call this week, still working on priorities

6. Reporting Requirements for State Plans of Work – Bruce McPheron (Bruce could not make the call, no report given)
7. System Marketing update - Jerry Arkin/Arlen Leholm:  Jack Payne has agreed to take forward tying the System Committee to the Policy Board 
8. Other Issues:  ESCOP Committee meeting during CARET meeting has been updated to Tuesday, March 3 at 8-1:00 and will include budget report by our Cornerstone representatives.  This meeting will be held at NASULGC, if possible.  Chris will organize meeting space.
Chair Pueppke closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their time and participation.  
Respectfully submitted by:  

Christina Hamilton
January 21, 2008
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